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UOMEWARD BOUN

Indiana's 5K Walk to Provide Housing and Fight Homelessness

Join the Hoosier Hills Food Bank team at www.homele  sswalks.org!

Homeward Bound is a project among local homeless and affordable housing providers
across the State of Indiana. A 5K fundraising walk is conducted each year by local
agencies providing services to the homeless. Funds raised by this annual event help
homeless citizens with shelter, food and other emergency assistance needs. This
year's walk kicks off at 2:00pm on Sunday, April2n  d.

Last year’'s event raised over $45,000 for these local agencies and went a long way to
fighting local homelessness. In 2005, the Hoosier Hills Food Bank participated in
Homeward Bound for the first time and raised $3,000! We need YOUR HELP this year
to raise even more . Participating in Homeward Bound is super easy! The first and
most important step is to visit www.homelesswalks.org and select the South Central
Indiana walk. From there you can:

- Register on the website to walk for the Hoosier Hills Food Bank team. Start finding
sponsors, and recruit more walkers!

- Start your own team for HHFB and recruit family, friends and co-workers to walk with
you.

- Sponsor a participant if you choose not to walk.

On April 2nd, come to Third Street Park at noon for registration, food, and entertain-
ment. At 2:00, join Hoosier Hills Food Bank and hundreds from South Central Indiana
as we walk to spread awareness and raise funds for the elimination of homelessness!

Email jennie@hhfoodbank.org for questions or for help with the Homeward Bound web-
site.
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Volunteers Make Martin Luther
King Jr. Day a Great Success!!

In honor of Martin Luther King Jr., his work, and his message, the Hoosier Hills Food Bank
devoted all efforts and energy on January 16th towards contributing to an united and
empowered community.

On Monday, January 16th the Hoosier Hills Food Bank was overjoyed to have the help of
some extraordinary volunteers from groups like American Humanics, Alpha Phi Omega, and
Zeta Beta Tau, as well as some very generous families and individuals.

Thanks to the energy and kindness of these voluntee  rs, we were able to
accomplish some astonishing feats!

A whopping 31,500 pounds of commodity food from The Emergency Food Assistance Program was hand-delivered to
four of our largest partner agencies: First United Methodist Church, Shalom Community Center, The Salvation Army,
and Monroe County United Ministries. In addition to that, we joined with Mother Hubbard’'s Cupboard to execute a
special delivery to the pantry’s parking lot, as MHC is currently closed for remodeling. This special delivery was for the
pantry’s 900 clients per week who have had to find someplace else to get their food during the remodeling process. In
one afternoon, over 3,000 pounds of food were staged at the food bank, taken to MHC, and distributed to 433 clients
from the back of an HHFB truck. Meanwhile, other groovy volunteers distributed 1,500 empty brown bags for our first-
ever Martin Luther King Day neighborhood food drive!! On Friday, our Bloomington friends and neighbors called in
with their addresses and volunteers drove out to pick up bags full of healthy food donations. In all, 750 pounds of food
were collected from the neighborhood food drives! Yow-zers!!

Thanks again to all who donated time, food, energy, and funds.

Soup
Soup Bowl is February 19th! BOUJ

The 12th Annual Soup Bowl event is being held this year on February 19th Bc n @f
at 5:00 p.m. in the Bloomington Convention Center. Tickets are available

at Hoosier Hills Food Bank, Yarns Unlimited, and both Bloomingfoods loca-
tions.

The Soup Bowl brings local restaurateurs and artists together for an eve-
ning of dining to benefit the Hoosier Hills Food Bank. For $20.00 individu-
als will receive soup and bread in an individually hand-crafted bowl that is
then theirs to take and enjoy at home. There will also be a silent auction
and live musical entertainment.

This annual fundraiser is a major source of support for the Hoosier Hills !
Food Bank and is dear to the hearts of all food bankers. We are grateful to
everyone who makes this event possible, including local restaurateurs and 1
artists, volunteers, sponsors, and attendees. The money raised at this
event allows us to fulfill our mission of providing food to those people in the
community who need it most.



At the agency’s annual meeting on January 27, the Hoosier Hills Food Bank Board of Directors announced the hiring of
Julio Alonso as its new Executive Director. Alonso, currently Director of Public Works for the City of Bloomington and a
former Executive Director of food bank member agency Community Kitchen will join the Hoosier Hills staff at the end of
February.

Personnel and Search Committee Chair Cindy Molthan expressed the Board’s feeling that Alonso will bring solid experi-
ence in non-profit management and hunger advocacy to the organization. “Julio has precisely the kind of community
experience and knowledge of hunger issues that we have sought in a director and we’re excited that he will be part of
our ongoing work to support our member agencies and end hunger in our region,” said Molthan.

Alonso also expressed excitement for his new position. “This is not a job...it's an honor and a community trust and | in-
tend to approach it that way. As the former director of a Food Bank member agency, | know first hand how important
this agency’s work is and how many people it affects. | hope to build on the successes of a great staff and board and
continue the legacy of my friend Amy Robinson,” he said in a reference to the agency’s long-time former director.

Editorial — Indiana: “The Need [for Food Assistance ] Is Great and Growing,” Spurred by Soaring Heating Costs
(“Heat or Eat?” southbendtribune.com, January 8, 2006)

“Even if the cost of heating homes in Indiana had not risen by 50 percent or more this winter, people would be hungry.
Because it has, the number of families that struggle to put food on the table is soaring beyond earlier estimates,” writes
this editorial in the South Bend ( Ind.) Tribune. Between 2000 and 2004, the number of residents receiving food stamps
grew by 75.3 percent, according to the Indiana Coalition on Housing and Homeless Issues. In 2001, 8.5 percent of Indi-
ana residents could not afford to buy enough food for their families, but that rose to 10 percent, or 250,000 households,
by 2004. The Indiana Youth Institute’s “Kids Count in Indiana Data Book” reports that during the period of 2000-2004,
the number of students who receive free and reduced-price school lunches increased 25 percent. These numbers were
calculated before energy prices went up this winter. “Organizations that feed the needy are too busy collecting groceries
to count heads. To be sure, the need is great and growing. The increase in hungry Hoosiers has been primarily among
the working poor. ... Availability of food is not something that a community ... can take for granted.”

http://www.southbendtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20060108/0Opinion02/601080585/-1/OPINION/CAT=0pinion02
http://www.frac.org/html/news/newsdigest/01.17.06.html#11

The Hoosier Hills Food Bank would like to thank the staff of the Monroe County Public Library and the many library pa-
trons who participated in the two-week Food-for—Fines program Jan. 2-15. For each item of food donated, MCPL took
$1 off a patron’s fine. Patrons got to help neighbors in need and to erase library fines at the same time. According to
Margaret Harter of MCPL, many patrons brought in food over and beyond any fines owed. Generous library patrons do-
nated 7,788 pounds of nonperishable food items at the Main Library on Kirkwood Avenue and the Ellettsville branch.
This was the first year for this fantastically successful food drive and we are very excited and grateful to have been in-
volved.
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Hoosier Hills Food Bank.
You can find out from your Human Resources
Department if your company, or parent com-
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On July 9th of last year, our pany, has a charitable gift matching program.
warehouse manager, Donn Mid- By filling out a simple form and mailing it in with
dleton, and his beautiful wife your next contribution, the impact of your gift
Colleen Yeakle welcomed their could be doubled, and in some cases even tri-
first child, Carter Zappa into the pled! More than 7,500 companies nationwide
world. Carter has been wel- will match charitable contributions from their
comed with open arms into the employees and sometimes even retirees and
Food Bank family as well. We spouses.

love him very, very much.
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Hoosier Hills Food Bank collects, stores, and
distributes nutritious food products to non-
profit organizations, which provide free feed-
ing programs that serve both ill and needy
families and individuals.
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